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L'VE   By
`.    Do you think each statement is T (tnie| or

F 'falsel?
The Bible could be God's Word.
The Bible is an old book of rrtyhs and fables.
The Bible has some of God's words in it.
The Bible is God's Word.

What do ysu think? Pick one response to complete the sentence.
When people read the Bible, they should-
D   believe and foIIow only what their heart tells them to.
I  believe and follow only what their church or pastor tells them to.
I  study carefully, then obey what is clearty taught.
D  see its contents as suggestions rather than strict guldelines.
I  enjoy it as literature.

`3.  Many religions have their own holy books. Some groups have added to or taken away

from what's found in the Bible. What would you say to someone `who claimed to have
a new and improved version of God's Word?

4. Check out the following verses and match each one with what it teaches.
Proverbs 30:5                        God's word is flawless.
Luke 11:28                                The word of God is like a svrord that cuts to your heart.
2 Timothy 315-16                  God told the writers what to write.
Hebrews 412                        Those who hear and obey God's word are blessed.

5. Why do you think some Christians spend little time reading Bible?

Which is true for you?
I   I read the Bible a lot.
I  I need to read the Bible more.
D   I am comfortable with how much I read the Bible.
I   I read the Bible, but I don't obey much of what it says.
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WORD.S   ro   L`VE   By   [the   Bible-proverbs   3o]

THIS   WEEK
The writer of Proverbs tells people that every word
of God is flawless. Human wisdom can't even come
close to the incredible illumination that comes from
God's word. Are your kids bored with the Bible? Do
they think it dull and inapplicable to their lives?
Tlirough this Talksheet, your kids will discover that
God provides people a refuge, a rule of instruction
for living life, a love letter, and an instrument for
touching the most private aspects of their lives-all
packaged in pages of paper and ink.

0'ENER
Bring in an instruction book for any device-from a
computer, TV, microwave, radio, DVD player, or
more. Ask your group how many of them (or their
parents) actually read instruction books. How many
tend to avoid them or only read them when they are
stuck? Talk about how people can mess up their pur-
chases when people fail to follow the instruction
manuals. Compare this with the Bible-God's
instruction manual for human beings. How do people
mess up their lives by not following his word?

THE   DlscussloN,   BY   NUNBERs
`.   Take a poll of your group members to see how

they responded. Discuss the various viewpoints
on the authority of the Bible. Where have your
kids learned about the Bible?

a. Ask for a few volunteers to share their responses.
What does your group think? How should a per-
son respond to the Bible, if they love and
honor God?

3. How could your kids respond in this situation?
Point out that the Bible has survived innumerable
attacks, alterations, and other abuses-and still
powerfully testifies to a risen Christ. Is it hard to
defend the truth and authority of the Bible? Why
or why not?

4. What does the Bible says about itself? You may
want to read each verse with the group and dis-
cuss them. How does this information relate to
the previous questions?

5.Why do your kids think this happens? Maybe
because some fear that it's hard to understand,
fear of seeing challenging commands from God,
and so on. Have a few willing students share why
they may have trouble spending time in the Bible,
and share your struggles (if you have any) with
regular Bible reading.

``0

6. Ask your students to evaluate how seriously they
take the Bible to be God's Word. Talk about ways to
make the Bible easier to access for them-topical
Bible discussions, devotional guides, and the like.

rwE  ciosE
Point out that it's important to spend time reading
about God and his word in the Bible. You may want
to brainstorm and format at least one devotional
plan that your kids could implement during the
week. What realistic, tangible goal will they set for
themselves? How much are they willing to commit to
spending time with God? And can they come
through on their commitment?

Brainstorm ways that your kids can get into the
Bible.  Recommend student versions of Bibles
including the  Teen Oevofi.one/ B/.b/e (Youth
Specialties) or the Wew Sfudenf B/.b/e (Zondervan).
Encourage them to find a version of the Bible that
works for them.  If a typical NIV is too hard for them
to understand, have them find a version that is eas-
ier to read. You may also want to suggest some
study tools or have them check out some student
Web sites (such as www.christianteens.net or
www.teens4god.com) where your kids can download
devotions, find information, and learn more about
how to grow in their faith.

wloRE
• You may want to consider doing an in-group Bible

study with your group, or part of your group. There
are a lot of tangible Bible resources out there for
junior highers and middle schoolers, including the
M//./d Trt/th series. For more information on these
resources, check out w`^n^/.Youthspecialties.com.

• There are quite a few stimulating, challenging
Bible trivia games available. These are great ways
to teach your kids while learning new stuff, too.
play one of these games with your kids or create
a Bible trivia game with your group. Have them
write their own questions based on the Bible. The
game can be played at your next meeting or
retreat. You can find helpful Bible trivia questions
at www.Biblequizzes.com or www.bible-trivia.com.
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GROWING  DEEPER
|.    Do you agree with this statement?

Growing as a Christian means a person
has to give up having fun.

a. Complete this statement in your own words.
Christians should want to grow as Christians because-

`3. Of the list that follows, pick the top four. In order to grow as a Christian you should-

I  tell others about Christ
I   read the Bible on a regular basis
I  never sin again
I   lean about biblical doctrine
I  be confirmed
D   find a spiritual mentor
I  pray
D  get baptized
D   become a member of a church
I   help others willingly
D  tithe money to the church

I   have only Christian friends
I   memorize Bible verses
I   read some Christian books
I  feel guilty most of the time
D   worship God
I  admit your sins
I   believe in Jesus Christ
I   live what you believe
I  go to youth group
D  other-

4. Do you think these statements are T |true| or F |false|?
I've spent time trying to understand Christianity.
I only pray in church and nowhere else.
I think about how Jesus would want me to deal with my problems.
I read my Bible in places besides church.
I've talked with my friends about what it means to be a Christian.
I'm regularly involved in activities at church.
I've helped someone in need during the past month.

_  I pray about what's going on in my life.
I think Christianity is one of the most important influences in my life.
I've never experienced God's love and forgiveness.
I realize I need God's continual grace and love.
I attend church more than once a week.
I've talked with another Christian regarding my sins.

5. Check out these verses-what do you think is the common theme of them all?
Luke 2:52                                 1 Peter 2:2
Ephesians 4:14,15                 2 Peter 3:18

lip:-* a:mjF]tL- ®
From ^fore Jen/ar H®h-^AVfe Schoo/ ra/ksheets+/Pd8ted/ by David Lynn. Fbmission to reproduce this page granted only for use ln the buyer'e oum youth group. `Aov`^/,Youthspocialties.com 25

Tracy
Text Box
       Friday Morning
     Student Devotion



GR0W'tJG   DEEPER   I  c  h  r  i  s  t  i  a  n     g  r  o  w  t  h  I

THIS   WEEK
Young teens are capable of becoming like Jesus,
and Christlikeness is what Christian growth is all
about. For too long the church has neglected this
age group's inner, spiritual growth, focusing  instead
on Bible memorization and quiz teams.  Use this
Talksheet as an opportunity to evaluate how well
you are meeting the spiritual growth needs of your
group.

OPENER
For this introduction you will need to gather a variety
of toys for different age levels, such as-
•    arattle
•    adoll
•    someLegos
•    aBarbiedoll
•    apairof roller

blades
•    asoraerballor

basketball

•    atennis racket
•    golf clubs
•    asqueakytoy
•    some action figures
•    awatergun
•    aboardgame

If you don't have time or access to these-ask a
friend to help who's a parent with young children.

Start out by writing the names of each item on
3x5 cards (or you can use pictures of each, too).
Then place the items at random on a table and tell
the group that these items are appropriate for three
different age groups-babies, children (in elemen-
tary school), and adults. What do they suggest the
appropriate age group is for each item? What are
their reasons for their decisions? Some might
include things like "it's not safe for a baby" or
"adults think it's boring."

Explain to your group that just as people grow
and mature into different levels of recreation and
play, people also grow and mature spiritually-over-
coming certain struggles and taking on new chal-
Ienges with each growth spurt.

THE   Dlscusslov,   BY   NUNBERs

`.   Christian growth  is not boring!  How could your
kids become more like Jesus while having fun?
Jesus came to set them free and to give them
life-Christ never intended following him to be
a bore.

2. Why do some people want to grow as Christians?
You might get some different answers.

•3. Which of these is essential for Christian growth?

You may want to ask how teenagers and adults
can grow together in Christ. Why do churches have
youth groups? What about summer camps or Bible
studies? How do adults grow differently than kids?

26

4. Everyone grows at a different rate and at
different times. You may want to ask your kids
about their growth.  How many feel  like they are
growing? Why or why not? What makes them
grow more?

5.Take a look at each passage and together with
the group, decide what the theme is. What does
it say about Christian growth?

rHE  ciosE
When people talk about Christian growth, they typi-
cally focus on an  individual's responsibility to
become more like Jesus.  But people also grow in
Christ through community, which is one reason for
the establishment of the church. The context for
growth is the living body of Christ, with Christ as the
head. Take time to close the session by examining
with your students how the church can better pro-
mote its spiritual growth.

wloRE
• lt's important for everyone to have spiritual goals.

If you feel it's appropriate, ask each of your youth
(or those who want to) to write a letter stating
their spiritual goals and how they want to grow as
Christians.  Give them envelopes, which they will
address to themselves and seal. Mail the letters
to them anywhere from six months to a year later.

• Do your kids want to get involved and learn more?
You may want to start a small group Bible study
and discussion with those who are interested.
Check out www.Youthspecialties.com for some
study tools, including the Creative Bible Lessons
or Wild Truth series. You'll also find links to stu-
dent Web sites (such as www.christianteens.net or
www.teens4god.com) where your kids can down-
load devotions, find information, and learn more
about how to grow in their faith.




